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i Beena Srihari’s happiest memories revolve ar

ound a childhood that was

ra A f spent at her grand
! in Handalagera, a tiny hamlet near Bangalore She vividly rec il i .
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reoms werebuilt; a1 ( = L
oom BDullt; a magical place for a childs Half a lifetime, marr l 4
& h ndiriage and two kids late ena saw
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Prem Kumar, a civil engineer with management background, and Bharathi Prem, an architect trained
under K Jaisim and Sathya Prakash, started the firm Bharathi Prem Associates in the year 2000 with a
vision to create beautiful spaces, with personalized and total effort in serving space and shelter needs
Sofar, they've handled various challenging projects in residential, educational, recreational, commercial

and spiritual areas with the help of a young and enthusiastic team of architects and designers

Bharathi Prem Associates, #176, 7" cross, Shastrinagar, KR Road, Bangalore 560028; Tel: 9886740198

Email: bpal76@yahoo.co.in
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and tranquility accentuated by the famous temples around the area,” says Srihari

Architect Bharathi Prem, who was involved right from the selection of the prope
Beena wanted to "blend an old courtyard home with the economy of a duplex apartmer
Vastu”. Twelve months and an equal number of drawings went into the planning stage. A further year
construction, with Beena overseeing the entire project, “to save money and because 1 don't trust peoj
she admits, in all honesty

The result is Trayee (pronounced as try and means Holy Trinity). The fagade of Trayee, with its layered Fangalor

1

tile look, gives no inkling to what lies inside. But the curiosity is piqued as you step under the pillared awning and see

the studded, panelled, faux rural main door. Red oxide verandas, festooned with pillars, envelope t

»
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an exquisite Tanjore painting done by Beena, below

which is a stark wooden loveseat that X Degs th

company of silk cushions

Emphasizing Bharathi's philosophy of simplicity
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during bhajan evenings. An electronic burglar alarm
system takes care of security

Across from the hall lies the master bedroom
This 16" x 14’ space boasts of a toned down bay window
with an attached skylight that was meant to be a
breakfast bay, but now serves as Beena's studio. Stained
glass adorns the door of the en suite bath (a feature
repeated in the baths upstairs) and an unusual natura
Sierra stone floor, One sees the same feature in the
girls" washrooms, though only in the bathing area

Outside the bedroom, hugging the golden yellow
wall, is a curving staircase that connects to the next
level. Along the stairs and embedded into the wall a
foot lights that combine practicality with aesthet

lhe stairs give way to a wood-panelled flo at

flows into the study area. At the head of th tairwa

Is a cast iron railling that affords a view of th«

below. 10 thi imediate 1 i! ¢ Sunay ed

flaunting a deep maagt  that th eena fe
ng | )



feature here |

that her own private garden

bedroom sporting sunset orange and yellow on the walls
the youngster will learn to appreciate her private balcony overlooking the
[0 the left s the music room with its high

15 he is an avid musician, This

1 beautiful triangular bay window that opens onto a rockery (below is the garage

was the one feature she insisted on having. To the right of the

leads onto the expansive terrace with its terracotta

wction, confides Sunayana, with a bonfire for the Ne

room will double up a¢

?‘.“1; you
I'hough she is unhappy about the size of her

island and moat in the garder

tiles and as yet unbroken view. This area has already

w Year's bash! An additional terrace one level up hold

tanks and the manually maneuverable skylight of the mandala

An interesting feature in Bharathi's design is the

girls' dressing areas and washrooms

In geometrical concrete shade

detall, from the position of a

the work,” she reveals

It says much for Bharathi's

s from the house, the 6-ft

‘ antilevered stone s
|

5, or the carved wood

switch to the size of the

resourcefulness that

being plastered), a basement that the family suddenly realized they would need. Accessible from the m

deep basement area

teps lead to a miniature garden complete with a wishing well (that ictually a

liberal use of skylights, At Trayee she has used it in the

too. One also notices the attention to detail, like the boundary wall light

en shelves sporting brass lamps along the veranda. "Ever

furniture was measured and taken into account before

she was able to accommodate, at the n™ hour (when the

could have been transported straight out of a stor

Alnwals

E receptacle), and stagqgered stone shelves on the walls for potted plants

Sriharl, founder and director of ( anarys Automations Ltd., Is satisfied that his home “reflects t

emotional and spinitual layers embodied in each one of us
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, angular roof and to-be-installed acoustic panelling. This is Srihari

v a quest bedroom. A door from here (and another from the
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